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How are early childhood teachersô professional 
identities currently produced? 
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Producing early childhood teachersô professional identities  

Å Producing images of child care 

 

Å Qualifications and positions 

 

 



 
 

 

Producing  

early childhood teacher 

professional identities  

Images of child care 

for love of children 

Images of child care to 

support parental work 

and the economy 

Images of child care  

for children 

Images of child care  

as babysitting 

Images of child care 

as hard work 

Image of child care as 

care service 

You just think ñCanôt you see the 

beauty in children and understandò 

(FG 1, 621-622) 

basically just for parents who 

need a service.  

(FG 1: 54) 

allows parents to go to work and 

support the economy. 

(FG 1: 71-72) 

the need for the children 

as well.  

(FG 2: 5) 

itôs just babysitting and that 

goes a long way to peopleôs 

views of it.  

(FG 1: 165) 

a hard worker and dedicated 

but youôre not really an 

educator.  

(FG 1: 603) 



ñWhy would you...?ò 

Rory:  Even when people say to me óso what does this  
  degree get you?ô Iôll say óI can be a teacher. I can  
  do this ï or I can be a director or child care workerô.  

   And the first thing they always say is  óWhy? Why  
  would you do it? Not if youôve got a degree, you donôt even 
  need toô. And that is everybodyôs impression of child care. 

Margie:  And the status of teachers as opposed to the  status of a 
  child care worker. 

Rory:  Exactly. If youôre a teacher, youôre a professional. If youôre a 
  child care worker, youôre a babysitter. 

 
         (FG 1: 521-529) 

 



Professional/not professional 

  
 If they needed more qualifications to work they would be respected 

more because it would be understood that they had the qualifications 

of a professional. Theyôre not seen as a professional because they 

donôt need to be a professional toðtheyôre not (Melissa, FG 1: 545ï

549). 

 



Early childhood teacher as  

ñglorified babysitterò 

Babysitter 

 
Care service for parents 

Labour force participation 

Service for government 

 

Glorified 

 
University-degree qualification   

Child development 

Neuroscience 


