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Open-ended play
Promotes children's exploration
of a new concept

Principle 1:
All play-types
are of equal
pedagogical
value

Modelled play
Illustrates a concept in action by
teachers with children

Principle 2:
Play-types can
be used in
multiple
combinations

Purposefully-framed play
Co-develops understandings of a
concept between teachers and
children drawing on a range of
information resources

The Pedagogical Play-framework (Edwards, Cutter-Mackenzie, Moore and Boyd, in press)

Learning about sustainability
“I think they [the play-types] all have a role, and I think we probably do use a lot of it in different ways, and depending on what
the children are actually doing in their learning, whereas we know as to how much they do need that extra interaction.
[Sometimes] they are having a go at the materials and sometimes you are just watching and use that as a valuable tool and
think, ‘OK’. Especially something like this, as much as they were interested in it, to sort of say, ‘what is it that they are wanting to
know or learn about?’ And then try and pick up from it, and while they are trying, to use that time to do some modelling and
then step back” (Tracy, interview transcript 14th July 2010, p. 7).
“The learning that they did beforehand then influenced their play. I think they took on board a lot of those conversations and
they just continued it. And I was able to influence that a little bit. I think at one point they wanted to put the lizard onto the
pebbles and I said ‘it needs somewhere to hide watch out a kookaburra is coming!’ and I think that he brought it back across and
he went ‘hang on a minute, there are more rocks over here’. I think that is what happened” (Belinda, interview transcript 25th
August 2010, p. 4).
“I had modelled first, then purposeful and then free [open] play. So I feel the progression onto the free play really showed at the
end with free play they had learnt so much and I felt that it was assisted because of the purposeful where I had re-instated it,
not necessarily the modelled. Some of the children, I think it was this one here [indicating video footage], he had actually
recalled and observed what I had done. He was trying to inform the other children of what the procedure was, digging down to
put a one [a seed] in” (Gisella, interview transcript, 29th July 2010, p. 2)
“The three-play types, I found that a good way of teaching. You know to actually have it the three ways and to see what they
were learning. That made me really think and reflect quite a bit. The three play-types, it was a bit like scaffolding, like each time,
even though in the modelled they seemed to have gained the most. But I still think each time they were learning more about the
worms and getting a depth of learning” (Karin, interview transcript, 22nd June 2010, p. 5)
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EYLF Learning Outcomes:
Wellbeing
Connected and Contributing
Communication
Identity
Confident and Involved

Content areas:
Literacy
Numeracy
Science
Technology
Sustainability
Art
Physical activity
Wellbeing

Australian Curriculum Learning Areas:
English
Mathematics
Science
Humanities and Social Science
The Arts
Technologies
Health and Physical Education
Language

Pedagogical Play-framework

Birth to three

Three to five

Foundation to Year 2

