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The Early Childhood Australia National 
Conference provides a platform for 

professional discourse relevant to the rights, 
wellbeing and early education of young 

children (birth to eight years). It is attended 
by early childhood educators, teachers, 

service leaders and executives, as well as 
policy-makers, program administrators, 

academics, researchers and those involved 
in pre-qualification training and ongoing 

professional development. The conference is 
live streamed and in 2021 attracted more than 

2500 national and international participants.



DESIGNING OUR PROFESSION

CLIMATE ACTIVISM AND SUSTAINABILITY

REFLECTION AND RECONCILIATION

SELF-REGULATION AND WELLBEING

BEYOND QUALITY

PLAY, TECHNOLOGY AND POWER

T
H

EM
ES



As we gather in Canberra, the seat of government, it is timely to reflect on how 
far we, as early childhood professionals, have come—from the visionary and 
passionate women of the 1920s to the competent and qualified educators of the 
2020s—and where we hope to go next. Now is the time to design and plan our 
future. Let’s consider how we can move beyond just being viewed as ‘essential 
workers’ and position ourselves as thought leaders and powerbrokers.

In keeping with the broader theme of reflecting on the past to design the future 
of the profession, the insights and knowledge shared by keynote speakers from 
past ECA conferences will serve as inspiration for the 2022 presentations.
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PASSION TO POWER
our future profession   

CONFERENCE THEMES

Designing our profession 
The Australian Council of Professions defines 
professionals as ‘a disciplined group of 
individuals who adhere to ethical standards’ 
and possess ‘special knowledge and skills in 
a widely recognised body of learning derived 
from research, education and training at 
a high level’. Let’s hear from researchers, 
practitioners and advocates who want to 
design a future profession that will position 
early childhood as a desirable and successful 
career option. What will it take? What 
alliances are needed? What needs to change? 

Let’s also explore teacher efficacy and training 
needs. What do we need to do to make it a 
lucrative profession? Maria Aarts, in Darwin 
(2016), said that ‘teachers with the good face 
should get paid more’, implying that the 
teachers who attend and respond to children, 
giving and receiving attention, are more 
effective. By rewarding good teachers, we can 
build a profession that is desirable. So, how do 
we empower teachers and educators to be the 
best they can be?

Beyond quality
At the conference in Hobart (2019), 
Professor Peter Moss posed the question, 
‘Do you choose to work with quality or 
go beyond quality?’ He challenged us to 
look beyond managerial and objective 
approaches to quality and instead view 
education as political, dynamic and 
sociocultural. He also prompted us to 
consider questions such as, ‘What are the 
ethics and values that frame the way we 
work—what is your image of the child? 
What is the purpose of education? What 
ethics for education? What values?  
What do we want for our children?’

In 2022, let’s explore what lies beyond our 
current definitions of quality and share 
promising examples of research and 
practice that could take us to new heights 
of professional aspiration and better 
outcomes for children.  

http://thespoke.earlychildhoodaustralia.org.au/face-early-childhood-teaching/
http://thespoke.earlychildhoodaustralia.org.au/early-childhood-not-flying-plane/


Self-regulation and wellbeing 
‘There is no such thing as a bad kid,’ 
said Dr Stuart Shanker in Sydney (2018) 
as he outlined his approach to helping 
children and adults manage stress and 
address behavioural, emotional and social 
problems to improve learning outcomes. 
As the importance of self-regulation 
becomes more widely understood, 
should there be a stronger emphasis on 
psychology and behavioural therapies to 
prepare educators and teachers?  

In this stream, let’s engage in a discussion 
about promising and innovative 
approaches to child and adult wellbeing 
in early childhood settings. From 
participating in Be You, to learning about 
self-regulation, or using an app for 
mindfulness, or engaging a consultant for 
emotional coaching—let’s uncover what 
really works.  

Play, technology and power 
Who decides how children play? Are we 
enabling children to have power in early 
childhood settings? And, as Dr Claire 
Warden asked during the 2016 conference 
in Hobart, have we ‘got space for children 
to make it whatever they want?’ We can 
answer these questions by considering 
what Ann Pelo said at the Melbourne 
conference in 2014 about taking ‘the 
children’s points of view’ to foster inquiry 
and curiosity. 

In this stream, let’s explore how 
programming and learning environments 
can affect the empowerment of children, 
and examine how decisions can be made 
about the use of technology. Let’s also 
share learnings from contemporary 
debates on children’s rights in relation to 
access to technology.
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Reflection and reconciliation
At the 2018 conference in Sydney, Stan Grant 
spoke about Australia’s need to reconcile 
with the past, stating, ‘As uncomfortable as 
it is, we need to reckon with our history.’ For 
the early childhood profession to take its 
place in the future, we must face the reality 
of our shared national history, including the 
enduring impact of colonisation, racism and 
intergenerational trauma. 

What can we learn from our past? How do 
we share this knowledge with children? 
Perhaps we can take a lead from Canadian 
activist Cindy Blackstock—also a keynote 
in 2018—who said, ‘Children are experts in 
love and fairness and they know how to do 
reconciliation.’ So, let’s explore how adults 
and children can learn from the past to 
inform the future, and how early childhood 
professionals can engage in truth-telling 
and reconciliation.  

Climate activism  
and sustainability
Two famous quotes from student activist 
Greta Thunberg urge us to take significant 
action in response to climate change: 

• ‘We deserve a safe future. And we demand 
a safe future. Is that really too much 
to ask?’ (Global Climate Strike, New 
York, 2019). 

• ‘I want you to act as if the house is on fire, 
because it is’ (World Economic Forum, 
Davos, 2019).

The rise of activism by young people, 
particularly in relation to climate change, 
is heartening. But in reality, it’s the 
responsibility of adult decision-makers to 
act, and act now. How are early childhood 
services contributing to climate action and 
helping to create a more sustainable future? 
How might we support children’s activism 
in this space without creating tension with 
parents or regulators? Let’s hear from 
thought leaders on ways that we can work in 
children’s best interests to protect our planet 
and their future.

http://thespoke.earlychildhoodaustralia.org.au/self-reg-view-overcoming-barriers/
https://2019.ecaconference.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/Ann-Pelo_From-Teaching-to-Thinking-Re-Igniting-our-Role-as-Educators.pdf
http://thespoke.earlychildhoodaustralia.org.au/stan-grant-early-years-shaped/
http://thespoke.earlychildhoodaustralia.org.au/time-first-steps-better-young-children/


Applications to present must be made using the online portal. 
Applicants will need to follow all steps and address all sections of 
the application process. 

In your application, you will need to 
identify which one (1) of these six (6) areas 
of inquiry your presentation will most 
directly contribute to:

1. Designing our profession 

2. Beyond quality 

3. Self-regulation and wellbeing 

4. Play, technology and power

5. Reflection and reconciliation

6. Climate activism and sustainability

Please submit a 300-word abstract and 
specify the target audience for your 
presentation—i.e. who is most likely to 
benefit. For example, presentations might 
target one or more groups or individuals, 
including but not limited to:

• educators and teachers working with 
infants and children under the age of 
three years

• educators and teachers delivering 
preschool programs to three- to  
five-year-old children

• educational or pedagogical leaders in 
early childhood services and schools

• family support workers or 
parent ducators

• service or school leaders and executives 
with managerial responsibilities

• providers of pre-qualification training 
and/or ongoing professional development

• those involved in quality improvement or 
regulation/assessment

• researchers, academics and 
thought leaders

• policy-makers and program 
administrators within 
government agencies.

The application process will ask about 
the experience of the presenter(s) and 
whether the content has been presented 
elsewhere. This information will help ECA 
balance the program with a mix of new 
and known material. It will also help us 
meet our aim of delivering consistent, 
high-quality presentations and give new or 
inexperienced presenters an opportunity to 
gain experience.

You will also need to list the position and 
affiliation of each author, and provide 
biographies for each presenting author.
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APPLICATION INFORMATION

APPLY NOW

https://eca.eventsair.com/g18---canberra-national-conference/applications


There are two presentation categories for the conference. In your 
application, please specify which presentation format you are 
applying under. 
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PRESENTATION TYPE

Oral presentations are allocated 45 minutes, including time for attendees to 
ask questions or engage in a discussion with the presenter(s). ECA encourages 
presenters to deliver their presentation in an interactive way. There will be a 
10-minute room change opportunity between sessions. Presenters may be asked to 
present twice during the conference if their session proves to be very popular.

Please note: For all presentations, the room configuration will be in a theatre style 
setting. Please ensure your submission reflects the room setting, as changes to the 
configuration and setup of the room are not possible throughout the conference.

All successful presenters will be requested to create a pre-recording of their 
presentation to be used on the virtual platform. The recording will be made 
available to delegates for up to 60 days post conference. Recorded presentations 
remain the property of ECA for the purposes of the ECA National Conference only.  

Audio–visual requirements
Presentations must be in PowerPoint format. The full and final electronic 
presentation will need to be submitted by Monday 5 September 2022, to ensure 
compatibility with the system available at the venue. 

Presenters will have access to facilities such as data projectors, computers, 
screens and the internet. The conference will be networked, which means that 
presentations will be loaded from the venue’s Speaker Preparation Centre. 

1. ORAL PRESENTATION

APPLY NOW

https://eca.eventsair.com/g18---canberra-national-conference/applications


All poster presentations must follow a standard format and adhere to the 
following dimension and layout criteria: 

• The maximum size allowed for posters is 1.2 metres (h) x 1.0 metre (w).

• The title and author names must be clearly indicated at the top of the 
poster. Large letters are to be used for the title (equivalent to 80-point font size 
or larger).

• All text on the poster is to be legible from a distance of one metre. It is suggested 
that headings be a minimum of 30-point font size and body text be a minimum 
of 24-point font size.

• Posters are to be either printed on poster paper or assembled on light cardboard.

• Use of columns is recommended, as material arranged in columns is easier to 
read than material arranged in rows.

• Presenters are encouraged to include visual aids in their posters (e.g. images, 
flow charts, graphic representations of data).

A designated 15-minute time slot will be determined during the conference 
for successful applicants to present their posters.

If successful, poster presenters will be requested to record a short video 
presentation to talk about their poster. This recording will be available for 
viewing via the conference virtual platform and will be accessible to delegates 
for up to 60 days after the conference.

Recorded presentations remain the property of ECA, for the purposes of the 
ECA National Conference only.  
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APPLY NOW

2. POSTER PRESENTATION

https://eca.eventsair.com/g18---canberra-national-conference/applications


Selection criteria
Key focus
Applications must focus on:

• relevance to at least one (1) of the 
conference themes

• examples of emerging or exemplar 
practice that enhances children’s 
experiences and/or the sector

• university research, action research or 
extension of existing thinking

• relevance to the target audience, 
understanding that delegates attending 
the session may come from across 
Australia and overseas.

Required inclusions
Applicants must ensure that their papers:

• specify the aims of the project or 
research questions and/or focus of 
inquiry, where applicable

• outline research methods and/
or analytical and/or theoretical 
frameworks in brief

• have a strong emphasis on findings  
and/or translation to practice, and 
contribute to the professional practice 
of the target audience.

Free of commercial interest
Applicants must confirm that their paper 
is free of commercial interest and declare 
if they are part of a commercial enterprise. 
Any paper that is selling or promoting a 
particular product or commercial service 
will not be accepted.

Review process
All applications to present will be reviewed 
by a panel that includes members of the 
ECA Conference Program Committee. 
Members of the ECA Conference Program 
Committee will:

• know the identities of the applicants

• assess the applications to ensure 
the quality and relevance of 
the presentations

• assess the applications in accordance 
with the ECA selection criteria. 

Wherever possible, feedback will be given to 
unsuccessful applicants, depending on the 
number of applications received.

Presenter registration
A condition for being able to present is 
that all presenters must register for the 
day on which they will be presenting at 
the conference. All presenters will receive 
the ECA member rate for full conference 
registration. A maximum of three (3) 
presenters per paper will be allowed to 
register and participate at the member rate. 
If registration confirmation and payment 
are not received by Thursday 30 June 
2022, abstracts will be withdrawn from the 
conference program. 

Publication of papers
All selected abstracts will be published on 
the 2022 ECA Conference App. Presentations 
will be published on the website alone, 
after the conference has concluded. 
Presentations will not be edited and will be 
converted directly to PDF files from their 
submitted format. 
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Some presentations and papers may also be 
selected by the ECA Publications Advisory 
Committee for inclusion in other ECA 
publications. The ECA Publications team 
will approach presenters independently 
regarding potential publication. This may 
involve presenters summarising their paper 
or presentation for a magazine format. 
Further instructions will be provided by the 
ECA Publications team, as required.

Conference live stream
The 2022 ECA National Conference will be 
live streamed to delegates who purchase 
a Virtual Delegate Pass. Selected papers 
will be asked to participate in the live 
stream. Presenters will be filmed and their 
presentation will be shown to the audience. 

Following the conference, presentations will 
be made available for viewing in the library 
of presentations for a period of 60 days after 
the conference. 

Sustainability
In keeping with ECA’s sustainability drive, all 
abstracts must be submitted online using 
the following link: 

https://eca.eventsair.com/g18---canberra-
national-conference/applications 

ECA seeks to minimise any negative 
environmental impact from the conference. 
Therefore, we encourage successful 
presenters to avoid the use of single-use 
plastics or unnecessary printed  
material—any handouts can be pre-loaded 
onto the conference website, app or USB. 

Terms and conditions
Successful candidates must agree to the 
following terms and conditions: 

• All successful presenters will be 
requested to create a pre-recording of 
their presentation to be used on the 
virtual platform.

• Presenters grant ECA the right to publish 
their recorded presentation in the library 
of presentations for a period of 60 days 
post conference.

• Recorded presentations remain the 
property of ECA, for the purposes of the 
ECA National Conference only, and will 
be made available on the ECA National 
Conference virtual library for up to 
60 days post conference. 

• ECA may broadcast selected 
presentation(s) via live stream to 
conference delegates.

• At the start of the presentation, all 
presenters will acknowledge the 
Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander 
peoples in their area as well as the 
Country on which the conference is being 
held. The words for an Acknowledgement 
of Country will be provided to all 
presenters at the conference.

• Presenters must ensure their 
availability for media comments 
about the conference.

• All presenters must be available to 
present live in-person and speak at any 
time during the conference. 

• All presenters must register for the 
in-person conference. Up to three (3) 
presenters will receive the ECA member 
rate for full conference registration.

• If the conference changes to a fully 
virtual format, all presenters must 
be present on the virtual platform 
during their presentation and have 
a virtual registration.

• Presenters may be asked to repeat their 
session if it proves to be popular, or if 
delegates miss out on the session due to 
lack of space.

• Presenters grant ECA the right to publish 
their papers on the conference website 
and/or in various ECA publications.

• Abstracts will be withdrawn from the 
conference program if registration 
confirmation and payment are not 
received by Thursday 30 June 2022.
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Instructions for completing the application
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SUBMISSION PROCESS

Please note: 
• The abstracts and biographies 

of successful candidates 
will undergo editing before 
being published in the 
conference program.

• A maximum of three (3) 
presenters will be allowed to 
register and present per paper at 
the member rate.

• Applicants may submit multiple 
papers; however, only one (1) 
paper could be accepted to 
present at the conference.

• Applications will only be 
accepted online.

SUBMISSION AND POST-SELECTION SCHEDULE DEADLINE
Closing date for submission of application to present 13 December 2021

Review of all applications by ECA Conference Program Committee 20 December 2021 to  
1 February 2022

Outcome notification to applicants 28 February 2022

Uploading of draft program on conference website 28 March 2022

Pre-recording of presentations 2 May to 1 July 2022

Closing date for successful applicants to register 30 June 2022

Submission of final PowerPoint presentation 5 September 2022

APPLY NOW

Step 1:  Read all instructions carefully.

Step 2:  Write an abstract—no more 
than 300 words—related to your 
preferred sub-theme.

Step 3:  Ensure that your abstract  
addresses the selection criteria.

Step 4:  Submit your abstract online  
before 13 December 2021, via 
https://eca.eventsair.com/g18--
-canberra-national-conference/
applications

Step 5:  Ensure presenter biographies are 
no more than 50 words in total.

Step 6:  Supply at least one presenter 
photograph with the application 
(limit file size to a maximum 
of 1MB).

https://eca.eventsair.com/g18---canberra-national-conference/applications
https://eca.eventsair.com/g18---canberra-national-conference/applications
https://eca.eventsair.com/g18---canberra-national-conference/applications
https://eca.eventsair.com/g18---canberra-national-conference/applications


© Licensed by Kayannie Denigan

MY COUNTRY

This artwork is from the My Country series by artist Kayannie Denigan. 
Kayannie was inspired to create the series when, flying over the land of her 
ancestors, she was struck by the beauty of the harsh desert. The delineation 
of the shrubs, grasses, rocks and sand dunes she observed from the plane 
window was stark and stunning.

Upon returning home to Canberra, Kayannie developed the series using 
vivid colours to represent rocks, mountains, night skies, rivers, desert 
flowers and plants of her childhood home, Cape York, the Luritja deserts 
of her Nanna’s lands and the Kuku Yalanji beaches and rainforests of her 
Nanny’s Country. Kayannie incorporated these elements into her work, both 
on canvas and in digital formats, to show how they are connected—forming 
part of Australia’s beauty—but also separate and powerful on their own.


